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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: CRAIG HOWARD 

Class of January 2016 

Server/Banquet Bartender, The Burnham Restaurant at Hilton 
Cleveland Downtown 

 

Craig Howard, class of January 2016, has 
been a server at The Burnham Restaurant 
at the Hilton Cleveland Downtown since 
May. In that time, Craig has impressed 
guests from all over the country, who 
have been happy to share their great 
experiences with him. A few highlights: 

“Craig went out of his way to 

meet our needs. One of the best 

waiters we have ever had.” 

“Craig served us with 

enthusiasm and was very 

knowledgeable about Cleveland. 

Craig’s service was excellent.” 

“Craig … was phenomenal and 

made our experience the best it 

possibly could have been!” 

These are just a few of the many positive 

reviews for Craig that you can find on 

TripAdvisor. 

 

 

https://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g50207-d9761500-r383971382-Hilton_Cleveland_Downtown-Cleveland_Ohio.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g50207-d9761500-r383971382-Hilton_Cleveland_Downtown-Cleveland_Ohio.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/ShowUserReviews-g50207-d9761500-r383971382-Hilton_Cleveland_Downtown-Cleveland_Ohio.html
http://edwinsrestaurant.org/


  

   

Craig with two happy guests who left glowing reviews (L); Craig showing off his culinary skills (R). 
 

Craig also has a lot of fans here in Cleveland, including EDWINS’ supporters Jude and Richard 
Parke. They sent Craig the following note, which highlights his attributes: 

“You have a fantastic and contagious attitude which makes all those around 
you enjoy life all the more. Thank you for that. We are very proud of you and 
look forward to our next encounter.” 

In addition to being an exemplary server, Craig also loves to cook. Craig is a resident of our Alumni 
House, so when you visit the EDWINS Second Chance Life Skills Center, be sure to say hello and 
learn for yourself how positive and outgoing he is. 
 

  

   

   

  

 

 

 

 

http://edwinsrestaurant.org/donate/
http://edwinsrestaurant.org/events/
http://edwinsrestaurant.org/contact/


 

 

Proud to Be the 2016 Anisfield-Wolf Memorial Award 
Winner 

 

 

EDWINS is honored to be named the recipient 
of the 2016 Anisfield-Wolf Memorial Award 
recognizing a nonprofit community 
organization for outstanding service. The prize 
is administered by the Center for Community 
Solutions, and we are proud to be in the great 
company of past winners. 

Poet, philanthropist, and civic leader, Edith 
Anisfield-Wolf created the award in 1964 and 
worked to eliminate racial friction. She is said 

to have been “a generous but shrewd businesswoman who could spot a ‘phony’ every time.” We 
appreciate her spirit and commitment to improving social issues in Cleveland. 

We proudly accept this award, and we hope you will join us at the award lunch, Celebration of 
Human Services, on Friday, October 21. Learn details and purchase tickets here. 

 

 

  

Don't Miss Our 5K Sponsorship 
Opportunity! 

 

The first EDWINS Run for Re-Entry 5K and 1-Mile Walk is just weeks away. The race course is all 
set to showcase the best of Buckeye, and we're preparing for a party on Shaker Square after the 
run with live music from Big Ship, as well as beer and brats for runners. And, yes, dogs are 
welcome! 

We are so excited for the community outpouring and sponsorship we've received from the 
following: 

 

Saint Luke's Foundation 

Ohio Savings Bank, a division of New York Community Bank 

Fairmount Santrol 

Dollar Bank 

Community Assessment and Treatment Services (CATS) 

Shaker Square Apartments 

Ohio Chief Probation Officers Association 

Cindy and Bob Stull 

Montlack Realty 

Anonymous Sponsors 
 

https://ccs.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_mc&view=mc&mcid=form_222702
https://ccs.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_mc&view=mc&mcid=form_222702


 

 

But we're not at the finish line yet - we still need your support to make this event a true success to 
directly help EDWINS' students. To ensure sponsors get proper recognition, we need to close 
sponsorships by October 10. 

Learn about our tax-deductible sponsorships and benefits here. 

Or make a contribution via PayPal or Crowdrise here. 

For any questions about the race, including sponsorships, teams or volunteering, contact EDWINS 
Development Director, Valerie Maczak-Grim atValerie@edwinsrestaurant.org or (330) 268-7400 
(mobile). 
 

Register online for EDWINS Run for Re-Entry 5K 
here!  

 

 

   

  

 

http://edwinsrestaurant.org/run/
http://edwinsrestaurant.org/donate/
mailto:Valerie@edwinsrestaurant.org?subject=Run%20for%20Re-Entry
http://www.hermescleveland.com/roadracing/events/edwinsrunforreentry.asp
http://www.hermescleveland.com/roadracing/events/edwinsrunforreentry.asp
http://edwinsrestaurant.org/run


 

 

National Black MBA Association 
(NBMBAA) is Empowering Visionaries – 

and EDWINS! 

 

At EDWINS, we love getting to know the people in our 

community, and    one of the best ways we can do that 

is when     organizations hold their private events and 

meetings at EDWINS Restaurant. 

We had the pleasure to recently welcome the National 

Black MBA Association (NBMBAA) Cleveland Chapter 

for its       signature "Last Monday of the Month" event 

that highlighted the importance of social enterprise. 

Established in 1985, the NBMBAA Cleveland Chapter, 

currently led by President, Shaquira Johnson, has 

a rich 31-year history of building partnerships with key 

stakeholders to provide innovative programming that 

promotes intellectual and economic growth in the 

community. 

As a non-profit organization, with a powerful network of 

members – who hold an MBA or advanced degree, 

possess significant experience in business or entrepreneurship, or are enrolled in a graduate 

degree program – the NBMBAA Cleveland Chapter works diligently to meet the diverse needs of 

its membership, corporate partners and   community. 

 

 

We’re excited that some of EDWINS’ graduates 

may one day go on to become members of 

NBMBAA, and making these kinds of introductions 

is as easy as coming out to a networking event. 

This event was well attended by 35 members and 

advocates of the Chapter. Event attendees said 

they were impressed by EDWINS’ elegant dining 

atmosphere and the speech given by EDWINS’ 

founder, Brandon Chrostowksi. 

In fact, Erin Williams, NBMBAA Marketing 

Committee Member, remarked, "I  am highly 

impressed by EDWINS' commitment to the 

community to deliver a high-quality dining 

experience while providing men and women with 

an opportunity to build a fresh start in life. I 

have definitely become a fan of the restaurant and its mission.” 

 

All in all, the event was a huge success, and the NBMBAA Cleveland Chapter said it looks forward 

to the opportunity to partner with EDWINS on future events.  

Photo: Brandon and NBMBAA President Shaquira Johnson 

 

 

http://www.nbmbaa-cleveland.org/


 

   

If you’re interested in holding a private event at EDWINS, contact our General Manager, Jordan 
Levine at jordan@edwinsrestaurant.org or (216) 921-3333. 
 

  

Join EDWINS at the Nurture an Idea 
Forum to Help Us Win $10,000 

 

We are thrilled to share that EDWINS was selected as a finalist to compete for one of two Nurture 
an Idea Awards, sponsored by Enterprise Community Partners.   

We've been invited to present our project -- the EDWINS Butcher Shop: A Stronger Student, a 
Stronger Community -- to a three person panel who at the end of the presentations will select one 
of the award winners.  The second award winner will be selected by popular vote, so we need you 
to come support EDWINS!  Each person in attendance will be given the opportunity to vote once 
and the idea receiving the most votes will receive the second award.   

This free, open to the public event, is being held on October 24, 2016 from 4 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. with 
a reception immediately following at the Hilton Cleveland Downtown located at 100 Lakeside 
Avenue East, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Learn more about the event and RSVP here. 
 

 

mailto:jordan@edwinsrestaurant.org?subject=
http://info.enterprisecommunity.com/index.php/email/emailWebview?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTXpoak5UZ3lOMlZtWkRZeSIsInQiOiJkTnZ6V2FsRTVhWXIwU3VEUU83Z2U3RmxpUEx1VGRxMGlwK1BBdTZ3eHNjSUJQMTdBdWtqZFU3cWNyWTRRUVlLNzE2anRNRFFIWEZQNVdjWUpITHB6MnVEaTRvLzUyb0FyTmsrejlLM1IzMD0ifQ%3D%3D
http://info.enterprisecommunity.com/index.php/email/emailWebview?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTXpoak5UZ3lOMlZtWkRZeSIsInQiOiJkTnZ6V2FsRTVhWXIwU3VEUU83Z2U3RmxpUEx1VGRxMGlwK1BBdTZ3eHNjSUJQMTdBdWtqZFU3cWNyWTRRUVlLNzE2anRNRFFIWEZQNVdjWUpITHB6MnVEaTRvLzUyb0FyTmsrejlLM1IzMD0ifQ%3D%3D


   

  

Time for Town Halls 

 

Have you had a chance to attend one of our Town 
Hall Series on Re-Entry yet? If not, October is full 
of opportunity! 

We are excited and grateful for both St. Paul's 
Episcopal Church in Cleveland Heights and Kent 
State University who are each hosting EDWINS for 
a Town Hall in October.  

As part of our efforts to help people returning 
home after prison, we created the Town Halls so 
our community can learn how to actively support 
returning citizens. While each Town Hall is 
customizable, they are typically a three-part series 
with one session focusing on life inside prison, one 
session that looks at the challenges for those re-
entering society, and one session on hope, specifically what will help returning citizens going forward. 
  
A Town Hall is a chance for EDWINS' students and community leaders to share their experiences and 
perspectives on these issues, followed by questions and dialogue with the audience. Town Halls usually 
take place at churches, community groups and schools, but we want to hold one any place where 
people want to gather and learn how to help. 

All are welcome to the following Town Halls - we hope to see you there! 

 

 

 

   

Town Hall schedule for St. Paul's Episcopal Church: 

2747 Fairmount Boulevard 
Cleveland Heights, OH 44106 

Sunday, October 2, at 10 a.m.: Inside Prison 
What it means to be incarcerated and to have someone close to you incarcerated.  

Sunday, October 9, at 10 a.m.: Reentry 
The challenges of employment and housing after being released from prison. 

Sunday, October 16, at 10 a.m.: Hope 
A call to action to help create opportunities for those who have been incarcerated. 
 

http://www.stpauls-church.org/?event=edwins-town-hall-series&event_date=2016-10-02


 

   

Town Hall schedule for Kent State University main campus: 

Department of Sociology, Merrill Hall 107 
Kent, OH 44240 

Thursday, October 13, at 6:30 p.m.: Life Inside the Prison 

Thursday, October 20, at 6:30 p.m.: The Re-Entry Process 

Thursday, October 27, at 6:30 p.m.: Hope 

If you're interested in in learning how your organization can host an EDWINS Town Hall Series on 
Re-Entry, reach Derrick Speights, EDWINS Community Outreach Coordinator, 
at Derrick@edwinsrestaurant.org or call him at 216-295-5660.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:Derrick@edwinsrestaurant.org?subject=Town%20Hall%20Series%20on%20Re-Entry


  

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Monday, Oct. 31 
New EDWINS class begins! 

Monday, Oct. 10 
Dinner in the Dark 
This event is sold out. We 
appreciate the support! 

Friday, Oct. 21 
Anisfield-Wolf Memorial 
Award Lunch 
Thank you Center for 
Community Solutions. 

Sunday, Oct. 23 
EDWINS Run for Re-Entry 
5K 
Don't miss out on a 
sponsorship opportunity! 

Monday, Oct. 24 
Nurture an Idea Forum 
Thank you, Enterprise 
Community Partners - come 
vote for EDWINS to win 
$10,000. 

Monday, Nov. 14 
March of Dimes Signature 
Chefs 
Join Brandon and 35-40 of 
Cleveland's finest chefs. 

Thursday, Nov. 17 
Beaujolais Nouveau 
Celebrate Beaujolais 
Nouveau Day with us - 
details to come. 

EDWINS IN THE NEWS 

HR Magazine 

Fox 8 

WOIO Channel 19 

Freshwater Cleveland 

Newsy 

Cleveland Scene Magazine 

WKYC Cleveland 

 

Meet Derrick Speights, 
EDWINS Community 

Outreach Coordinator 
 

EDWINS is a community resource available to anyone in 
need of a second chance, and we’re also supported by 
our community. 
We’ve welcomed Derrick Speights to EDWINS as 
Community Engagement Coordinator to ensure our 
friends and neighbors are aware of all we’re doing and 
also to provide them with opportunities to get involved. 

Derrick’s early career was as a nursing assistant, and he 
later switched to the hospitality industry, earning credits 
in a culinary arts program. 

He first met EDWINS founder Brandon Chrostowski while 
working at L’Albatross and after learning his away around 
some of Cleveland's best restaurants, he brings more 
than a decade of guest relations and management 
experience to EDWINS. He’s naturally engaging and is a 
skilled relationship builder. 

Derrick’s decision for joining the EDWINS’ family was 
based on one thing: “I want to help people. Before, I got 
to help people with their dining experience; now I get to 
help people with their lives.” 

Derrick will be part of programming at our student 
campus, the EDWINS Second Chance Life Skills Center, 
working with both students and volunteers. He will also 
oversee EDWINS’ efforts to establish Culinary Clubs in 
Ohio's prisons and will lead our Town Hall series. To 
reach Derrick for questions about any of these initiatives, 
email him at Derrick@edwinsrestaurant.org or call him at 
216-295-5660. 

 
 

  

 

http://edwinsrestaurant.org/students/
http://edwinsrestaurant.org/events/
https://ccs.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_mc&view=mc&mcid=form_222702
https://ccs.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_mc&view=mc&mcid=form_222702
http://edwinsrestaurant.org/run
http://edwinsrestaurant.org/run
http://info.enterprisecommunity.com/index.php/email/emailWebview?mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiTXpoak5UZ3lOMlZtWkRZeSIsInQiOiJkTnZ6V2FsRTVhWXIwU3VEUU83Z2U3RmxpUEx1VGRxMGlwK1BBdTZ3eHNjSUJQMTdBdWtqZFU3cWNyWTRRUVlLNzE2anRNRFFIWEZQNVdjWUpITHB6MnVEaTRvLzUyb0FyTmsrejlLM1IzMD0ifQ%3D%3D
https://signaturechefs.marchofdimes.org/Event.aspx?EventId=18407
https://signaturechefs.marchofdimes.org/Event.aspx?EventId=18407
http://edwinsrestaurant.org/events/
https://www.shrm.org/hr-today/news/hr-magazine/1016/pages/hiring-job-seekers-with-criminal-histories.aspx
http://fox8.com/2016/09/19/fox-8-recipe-box-apple-honey-tarte-tatin-upside-down-apple-tart/
http://www.cleveland19.com/story/32992637/former-inmates-now-have-a-place-to-stay-while-they-get-career-training
http://www.freshwatercleveland.com/devnews/Edwins082916.aspx
http://www.fox47news.com/newsy/risk-reward-and-redemption-at-a-restaurant-staffed-by-former-inmates
http://www.clevescene.com/scene-and-heard/archives/2016/08/24/edwins-expands-its-reach-with-new-dorms-second-chance-life-skills-center
http://www.wkyc.com/news/group-gives-former-inmates-a-second-chance/306387470
mailto:Derrick@edwinsrestaurant.org


 

 

 

Around EDWINS 

 

 

   

Jennifer Davenport making beignets. (See our other desserts here!) 
 

  

   

(L) EDWINS alum, Andre Baird, getting ready to judge the 11th Annual Collard Greens Festival in 

http://edwinsrestaurant.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Dessert-Spring-161.pdf


East Cleveland. 

(R) EDWINS alum Will Kravitz and EDWINS Director of Education, Jon Khanna proving there are 
still a few more patio days left. 
 

 

   

Michael Sawyer helping with a special project by St. Paul's Episcopal at the Second Chance Life 
Skills Center - more to come! 
 

  

   

Heirloom tomatoes and squash from our garden at Grafton Correctional Institution that the inmates 
oversee. 
 



 

   

(L to R) Director of Culinary, Gerry Grim, shows LaTina Lindsey, Jared Recob and Larry Hunt how 
to make a vinaigrette -- always remembering to taste and check the seasoning! 
 

 


